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Abstract

Inclusive Growth, a term used synonymously with “broad-based growth”,” shared growth” and
“pro-poor growth”, is a development philosophy and a policy commitment by the state and
responsible civil society at large, striving to address the issues of poverty reduction and
economic development®. The focus of policy and field action was and is in the domain of
economic development. The initiatives continue to address the participation of marginalized
sections of the society — both in urban and rural areas — in economic action, leading to their
inclusion in economic action as well as resultant benefits, with an emphasis on pace of
economic growth. The last decade has seen the shift gradually moving to the larger issues of
the “pattern” of growth? and subsequently, the early years of this decade, addressing the
issues of long term sustainability of growth through research, public action, and policy
changes3.

The issues of economic sustainability of growth have become overwhelmed by the issues of
social and environmental inclusion/exclusion, resulting in re-visiting the approaches for
inclusive growth. In the present proposal, it is attempted to look at and address the challenges
of social inclusion through addressing the issues of environment.

The idea revolves around promoting and popularizing “low carbon-intensive” technologies
that help achieve inclusive growth — and lead to social acceptance and economic resilience of
poor. Although this forum may not allow me to detail all the approaches and tools available for
such interventions, few exemplary concepts such as EM technologies®; biochar as an effective
energy alternative for poor”; stewardship certification in the area of pesticides formulation and
manufacture®; e-waste management as a business proposition® at micro SME level industrial
action are worthwhile to mention.

These and several other path-breaking technologies and business models would help derive
results that help integrated inclusion of such targeted sections of the society as would
supplement and compliment the conventional intervention models for economic inclusion.
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